STATISTICS IN TRANSITION new series, June 2022
Vol. 23, No. 2 pp. 209–210, DOI 10.2478/stattrans-2022-0025

Laureates of the Jerzy Spława-Neyman Medal

The 3rd Congress of Polish Statistics, organized by Statistics Poland and the Polish
Statistical Association, took place from 26 to 28 April 2022 in Cracow. This year's
edition of the Congress commemorated the 110th anniversary of the Polish Statistical
Association.
The Congress of Polish Statistics was one of the most important scientific events
and was attended by international academics, scientists, stakeholders of official
statistics as well as by representatives of public administration and media.
Its goal was to strengthen the multi-directional cooperation between the Polish and
international community of statisticians – representing scientific and decision-making
centres involved in the advancement of theoretical and application areas of broadly
understood statistical sciences and related disciplines, with the intention of also
improving the functioning of national systems of public statistics.
During the Congress the Jerzy Spława-Neyman Medal, awarded by the Chapter of
the Polish Statistical Society, was presented to honour the following eminent Professors:
1. Danny Pfeffermann (University of Southampton, UK),
2. Partha Lahiri (University of Maryland, USA),
3. Włodzimierz Okrasa (Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski University (UKSW).
Pfeffermann Danny is a Professor of Statistics at the University of Southampton,
UK, and Professor Emeritus at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel. As of 2013,
he has been the Government Statistician and Director General of the Central Bureau of
Statistics in Israel. He is a past President of the Israel Statistical Society and a past
President of the International Association of Survey Statisticians (IASS). For the last
20 years, he has also served as a consultant for the US Bureau of Labor Statistics. Danny
Pfeffermann is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association and an elected
member of the International Statistical Institute (ISI). He has received a BA degree
in Mathematics and Statistics and MA and PhD degrees in Statistics from the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. He is a recipient of numerous prestigious awards, including
Waksberg award in 2011, the West Medal by the Royal Statistical Society in 2017,
the Julius Shiskin Memorial Award for Economic Statistics in 2018, and the SAE 2018
Award for his distinguished contribution to the SAE methodology and the
advancement of Official Statistics in the Central Bureau of Statistics in Israel.
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Lahiri Partha is a Professor of Survey Methodology and Mathematics at the
University of Maryland College Park and an adjunct research professor at the Institute
of Social Research, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. His areas of research interest
include data linkages, Bayesian statistics, survey sampling and small-area estimation.
Dr. Lahiri has served on the editorial board of a number of international journals and
on many advisory committees, including the U.S. Census Advisory committee and U.S.
National Academy panel. He has also served as an advisor or consultant for various
international organizations such as the United Nations and the World Bank. He is
a Fellow of the American Statistical Association and the Institute of Mathematical
Statistics and an elected member of the International Statistical Institute. Dr. Lahiri is
the recipient of the 2020 SAE award for his outstanding contribution to the research,
application, and education of small area estimation.
Okrasa Włodzimierz is a Professor and Head of the Research Methods and
Evaluation Department at the Institute of Sociological Sciences in Cardinal Stefan
Wyszynski University in Warsaw, and also serves as an Advisor to the President of
Statistics Poland, and as an Editor-in-Chief of the Statistics in Transition new series.
He was teaching and researching in Polish and American universities and was an ASA
Senior Research Fellow at the US Bureau of Labor Statistics (1990–1991), a Program
Director for statistics and economics in the Social Science Research Council, New York
(1991–1993). He then worked for the World Bank in Washington, D. C. (1994–2000),
and was a Head of the Unit at the European Science Foundation (2000–2003,
Strasbourg). Elected Member of the International Statistical Institute (ISI) actively
participating in international scientific events; he is a Vice-President of the Polish
Statistical Association; member of the State Scientific Council for Statistics, and of the
Statistics Poland’s Methodological Committee. He is the author or co-author of over
one hundred scientific publications. He is a laureate of research grants - international
(e.g. US National Science Foundation; The British Academy, Ford Foundation, World
Bank, UNDP, IRIS) and national, as well as numerous scientific awards (e.g. Medal of
National Education Committee and Gold Medal for long-term service).

